The Kabul Campaign.
service by the middle of December. Of these 20,000 it has been asserted that no less than 14,000 died, but allowing this to be an. exaggeration, it is certain that a second batch of 8,000 were purchased for the Kandahar force ; even then there was an incessant string of complaints regarding the way in which the troops were hampered by want of transport. The demand for transport was so urgent that the Government of Bombay interfered, and the Governor himself visited the depfits of the army and speedily relieved the Sukkur-Dadur route by despatching as much sea4>orne stores as possible from Sonmiani, 50 miles north of Kurrachee, along the old caravan route. Under the pressure applied by the presence of the Governor-of Bombay, an urgent indent for carts was sent to the western presidency, and .1,500 of these, speedily assisted to relieve the block. Even yet a great deal has to be done, for General Biddulph complains of a want of transport, and the troops returning to India have found a difficulty in bringing on the convoy of sick. The Kandahar column was- somewhat fortunate, as it started with Colonel Tucker as its transport superintendent. The Peshawur force fluctuated between the commissariat and the combatant arms until the beginning of February, when Colonel Sartorius was appointed transport agent, with a staff of officers at Jumrud, Dhaka, Basauli, Bati-kot and Jellalabad ; but the arrangements were so bad that almost immediately there arose questions of jurisdiction and subordination, ending in the resignation of Colonel Sartorius.
That the break-down should be so complete appears at first sight surprising, as it ifi notorious supplies of tran*port for various movable columns are kept up at different stations, and certain parts of the army, also the regiments of tbe frontier force, never part with their transport, But these supplies are scattered up and down the country, and are calculated for sudden, emergencies within given zones only. There is thus a vast difference between them and those army trains so perfected in Europe, and especially in Germany. It is now generally acknowledged that only an accident saved the German commissariat from breaking down after Forbaeh, but in India the transport and trains were the creation of the moment, and were consequently infinitely more liabk to failure than an organisation perfected by incessant experiments during peace. In India there is no war establishment, no transport service ; the resources of a province or of a whole country are suddenly indented upon, and it is nearly stripped of its means of local transport to furnish the army. Elephants, camels, mules, ponies, draught-bullocks, pack-bullocks, donkeys, are all pressed into the service. Compactness, readiness, handiness, are never considered j the drag of large convoys on fttt army is steadily forgotten*